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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 03811 310808Z 
ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 /018W 

310810Z 001522/23 

R 310619Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6396 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 3811 

PASS USDOC/CAGNE ATTN: BERT PLANAGAN 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, IS 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECTS - EARLY WARNING - COMPLETION OF 
EILAT RAILROAD 

1 . ON MAY 15 THE ISRAELI CABINET TOOK DECISION TO EXTEND 
NEGEV RAILWAY LINE TO EILAT AND TO 

SUDY POSSIBILITIES OF OBTAINING FOREIGN FUNDING 
FOR PROJECT. CABINET APPROVED IL 30 MILLION TO COMPLETE 
THE STRETCH BETWEEN MOUNT ZIN (110 MILES FROM EILAT)AND 
EIN HATSEVA, AND ADDITIONAL IL 16 MILLION FOR PLANNING 
RAIL CONNECTION NORTH-EAST TO SDOM AND SOUTH-EAST TO 
EILAT.THE SPUR TO THE NEW PHOSPHATE DEPOSITS AT ZIN 
WILL BE COMPLETED BY OCTOBER THIS YEAR. TOTAL COST OF 
PROJECT ESTIMATED AT $50 MILLION. 

2. EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW UP WITH ISRAEL RAILWAYS REGARDING DETAILS 
ON POSSIBLE EQUIPMENT ACQUISITIONS AND WILL ADVISE. 
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